





Valita Johnson: A Volunteer Who Lives the Mission Through

the Words Travel Program

Words Travel is the first national literacy and family
strengthening program for incarcerated parents and
their children. This venture is a partnership between
Scholastic Inc., the global children’s publishing and
media company and Volunteers of America.

As part of Words Travel, parents gain familiarity
with the different genres of children’s literature and
learn about conversational reading—how best to read
aoud to their children. Through the six-week
Words Travel program, incarcerated parents
participate in a series of classes to learn how they
can play akey role in supporting their child’'s
reading development, even while separated by
incarceration. Parents then read and record books on
tape for their children. The books and tapes are
either sent to the children or given to them at visits
to the facility. Children who participate in the
program receive a specia book bag, personal tape
player and other suppliesto use. The children are
able to keep the books, tapes and supplies so they
can listen to their parent’s voice and read along with
the stories as often as they like. Words Travel
provides a unique way for parents and children to
remain connected during atime of separation, as
well as supports and encourages reading by both the
parent and their children.

Volunteers of America of Indiana has been
participating in the Words Travel program since its
inception in 2002. The program was originally
delivered at the Indiana WWomen'’s Prison; however
most recently it is being delivered at our own reentry
center — Theodora House. The program provides a
great opportunity to engage volunteersin our work.
One great example is Valita Johnson.

Ms. Johnson began her volunteer service in October
2009 when she used her background in data analysis
and computer skills to work behind the scenes to
enhance our Words Travel database. Valita was
excited about the program, how it empowers parents
and children to read, and was willing to help in any
way she could. In early 2010, Valita was able to get
more directly involved with the program and took
the necessary training to become a Words Travel
Instructor. Her dedication to the program and the
Theodora House residents is an inspiration.

One Words Travel participant stated, “ Ms. Valita has
been so helpful and welcoming! | was embarrassed
about my reading level before the Words Travel
program. | thought about quitting many times. This
has been such a great opportunity for me and my
kids! | am so grateful for this opportunity. | can’t
wait to get back home and read books to my kids. |
love to read for myself now too! | can tell a
difference in my reading in just the short time | have
been involved in the class and now | read anything |
get my hands on!”

Volunteer Coordinator Sara Pugh states, “Valita is
dedicated, dependable, and truly cares about
supporting family connections. Through her gift of
time and talent, she has been able to live the mission
of “ offering hope, restoring dignity, and
transforming lives!”

Words Travel will soon be starting new sessions at
Theodora House and plans are to expand the
program into the Marion County Jail, Brandon Hall
and Hope Hall. More volunteers are needed for this
program. If you, or anyone you know, may be
interested in becoming a Words Travel instructor,
please contact Sara Pugh, Coordinator of Volunteer
Services at 317-224-2616. You may also contact her
by email at spugh@voain.org.




BROWNSTONE MANOR SPRUCES UP FOR SPRING!

Brownstone Manor apartments located in Terre Haute has leaped into spring with a landscape revitalization
project. Residents were treated to new flower beds and plantings that outline the building, plus a new coat of
stain and seal for the much used Gazebo.

Built in 1993, the 52 unit senior housing complex offers senior citizens, age 62 or over, quality living at a
price based on their income. Each apartment consists of one bedroom with bathroom, living room and
kitchen. Water, sewer, trash removal and gas (heating) are included. Tenants are responsible for electric,
phone and cable (both optional). On-site maintenance and management services are provided.

The staff members at Brownstone Manor arrange for fun, educational, and informative activities for tenants to
enjoy such as group meals, holiday activities, educational seminars and blood pressure screenings.

Conveniently located at the corner of 12t and Ohio, Brownstone Manor is close to downtown Terre Hautte,
with easy access to churches, banks and medical services. Brownstone Manor offers a chance for seniors to
live among a community of their peers.

Many residents have been out and about enjoying the new landscape and spring weather. The next time you
travel to Terre Haute, stop by and visit Brownstone Manor. The staff will be glad to show you around and our
residents are always eager to welcome guests and potential new neighbors!
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A safe place to live...
a job after prison...
a family reunited.

You can make a difference
with a gift that keeps on giving,
for generations and generations.

Please contact Diana Anderson at
Volunteers of America of Indiana
for information on ways to make a
difference.

317.686.5807

or danderson@voain.org

Consult your tax advisor regarding these
types of gifts and estate planning.
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make a difference

rebuild lives and strengthen communities




